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Reindeer(Lesson 2): Adaptations


By Joyce Hannan

Suggested grade level(s) 

 2nd-4th Grade

Time

60 minutes

Objective(s)

• Students will label the basic parts of a reindeer and be able to state their adaptations.

Materials 

• Reindeer Roundup! by Carrie Bucki

(Reindeer Information Sheet and Reindeer and Caribou Fact Sheet)

Alaska Standards

[3] 1.1.3, [3] 1.2.1

[3] 1.4.2, [3] 1.7.1

3] SA1.1, [3] SA2.1

3] SC1.1, 3] SC1.2, 3] SC2.2, 
Terms to Define

Antlers

Hooves

Mane

Lesson 2:

Introduction
As a follow-up to Part 1, students will learn that reindeer have special adaptations for living in the Arctic. 

Background for Teachers


Look through the noted website for specific adaptations to discuss with students. Read the section titled Reindeer Information Sheet from Reindeer Roundup! by Carrie Bucki Also, see Adaptation Cards for Matching game

Lesson or Activity (s)

1. Create a KWL chart about reindeer. Compare to caribou. Are they the same? Different? Talk about wild versus tame animals.

2. Read about real reindeer from Reindeer Roundup! - Reindeer Information Sheet. Separate into small groups to read and highlight information. Pay attention to nonfiction reading cues - bold letters, context clues, and words in parenthesis. Discuss. 

3. Fill out Label the Reindeer sheet.  

4. Look at Reindeer and Caribou Fact Sheet. Discuss similarities and differences. What would cause the differences? (Keep referring back to the fact of wild versus tame.) Fill out Venn Diagram together. 

5. Play matching game of body part and adaptation. (see attached game cards.) Students lay all cards down and take turns turning over two cards at a time to see if they are a match. When the body  part and adaptation match, the student gets to keep the cards. The winner is the one with the most cards. 

Other Activities for Younger or older Students 

Guard hairs

Pelage

Websites

http://reindeer.salrm.uaf.edu/about_reindeer/adaptations/
-Create life size reindeer on paper. Label parts and adaptations of animals 

-Play a jeopardy type interactive whiteboard game using the information about adaptations.
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